Teen Trucking Fact Sheet
Younger Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV) drivers have higher crash rates. Specific studies of young CMV
drivers show that large truck fatal crash involvement rates increase as the age of the driver decreases.
Teens and trucks are a lethal combination. Lowering the age limit to allow younger drivers to operate CMVs,
which can weigh 80,000 pounds and be operated for up to 77 hours a week, is a fatal mistake.

Age Factor
Age is the dominant factor in the high rate of involvement of
younger CMV drivers in fatal crashes. Studies consistently show
that young commercial drivers are much more likely to be
involved in crashes than their older counterparts. IIHS stated,
"Age is a strong risk factor for truck crash involvement.”

Fatal Crash Rates

Training

CMV drivers under the age of 19 are four times more likely
to be involved in fatal crashes, and CMV drivers between
the ages of 19-20 are six times more likely to be involved
in fatal crashes.

There are currently no federal
Behind-The-Wheel (BTW) training
requirements for CDL applicants
seeking to operate a CMV on
American roads. In most states,
teenagers can get a learners’
permit for a passenger car at age
16. If the CDL age is lowered to 18,
these teenagers will be operating a
CMV with only two years of driving
experience in a car.

Crash Reports
CMV drivers aged 19-20 are about 6 times more likely to be
involved in police reported injury and fatality crashes per
100 million vehicle miles traveled compared to all other
truck drivers age 21 and older.

Younger Drivers Overall
Young drivers overall are especially vulnerable to death and injury on our roadways – traffic
crashes are the leading cause of death for teenagers in America. Mile for mile, teenagers are
involved in three times as many fatal crashes as all other drivers.

Compared to Older Drivers (20-84), Teen Drivers (18-19) are:
2.3 times more likely to be in a fatal crash
3.5 times more likely to be in any police reported crash

The Governors Highway Safety Association Issued a Report that Analyzed 10 years of Fatal
Crash Data Involving Teen Drivers:
19-year-olds accounted for the greatest number of teen drivers killed during this 10-year
period, followed by 20- and 18-year olds.
Older teens (18- 20-years-old) were twice as likely as their younger counterparts to be
involved in a fatal crash between midnight and 6 a.m.

Teen Trucking Fact Sheet
WHAT CAN AN 18 YEAR OLD DO?

CAN

CAN'T

Obtain a Pilot License
Supervise a Learner's Permit
Gamble at a Casino
Purchase Alcohol
Book a Hotel Room
Rent a Vehicle
Adopt a Child
Drive for Uber
Obtain a Concealed Weapons Permit
Run for Congress
Drive an 80,000 Pound Big Rig

TEENS AND TRUCKS ARE A LETHAL COMBINATION.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics routinely reports truck driving as the deadliest profession in the
country. Lowering the age limit to allow younger drivers to operate CMVs which can weigh 80,000
pounds and be operated for up to 77 hours a week is a fatal mistake. Allowing teens to operate a large
truck across state lines will do nothing to reverse the worsening death toll from truck-related crashes.
To no one’s surprise, research indicates that ALL DRIVERS ages 18-21 have higher crash rates than
older drivers and experience fatal crashes 4 times more than all other drivers.

TSC strongly opposes the pilot program to allow teen truckers to operate in interstate
commerce. Let's prioritize keeping our loved ones safe and refrain from pushing our
children into one of the deadliest professions, risking the lives of all roadway users in
the process.

