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March 12, 2007
Thank you for being here.  We are Rob and Sherry Durk of Linden, Michigan.  On July 6 of 2006, our only daughter, Janelle, was killed in a truck crash in Clark County, Illinois – just one month shy of her Sweet Sixteen birthday.
A month earlier, we decided to take a family trip to Oklahoma to see Janelle’s grandmother and to meet some relatives we've never met before.  We had never been on a "road trip" with Janelle, and we felt that since she was getting older we probably wouldn’t have many more opportunities to travel together as a family.
We left home on June 30th.  We were happy that Janelle was excited about traveling and seeing other parts of the country.  We allowed Janelle to bring her 13-year-old cousin LaTrisha.  As the four of us and our family dog Buddy started out on our trip, we talked about all the things we looked forward to doing and seeing.  We were all laughing and looking forward to a good time.

But, as we left the state of Michigan, we became outraged at the way the truck drivers were flying past us almost as if we were standing still.  They had to have been going at least 85 miles an hour.  As we rode through Illinois, Indiana and Missouri, we saw only three highway patrol cars.  That’s one patrol car per state monitoring our freeways.  After entering Oklahoma, we were relieved that we made it safely.
But, the good times ended as we were making our way home five days later while driving on Interstate 70 in Illinois.  The cause of our dear daughter’s death was not one truck, but two.  The first truck driver up ahead crashed and caused a backup on the interstate.  We later found out that he had been driving for 20 hours straight and fell asleep at the wheel.  After we came to a safe stop, another semi-truck came barreling down behind us and smashed into the back of our car, causing us to spin out of control and into a ditch.  In the back seat, Janelle sat bleeding and unconscious, and still buckled in her seat belt.  She passed away later that night at a hospital in Terre Haute, Indiana.
What happened to Janelle and what happened to our family was not some isolated incident.  Over 100 people are killed in crashes involving large trucks every single week of the year, year after year.  In 2005 alone, another 5,212 killed. And, probably about the same last year.  But last year, one of those statistics was a beautiful young woman from Linden, Michigan, who had her whole entire life in front of her. 
In the aftermath of all of these tragedies are countless broken hearts and broken dreams, not to mention the broken bodies of the tens of thousands who are severely injured – many permanently.  

Many of these senseless deaths and injuries are the result of truck drivers who are pushed to the limit by the companies they work for.  It is time for our federal government to step up to its neglected responsibility to lead on this nationwide public health and safety crisis.  It’s time for government at all levels, as well as our police, prosecutors, judges and even truck drivers and trucking companies themselves, to take their share of the responsibility to end this national tragedy. 

We are working hard to turn our sorrow into something positive to honor Janelle.  We will not go quietly.  We want our daughter’s life and spirit to be a living tribute to the power of people working together, dedicated to the very basic principle of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness – free of the threat of violence on our highways.  Again, please get involved today by visiting www.trucksafety.org, and we invite you to our web site: www.justiceforjanelle.com
Thank you very much.
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