STATEMENT OF NIKKI HENSLEY
WIFE OF VIRGIL LEE HENSLEY – KILLED IN A

TRUCK CRASH INVOLVING A TIRED TRUCKER

FOSTORIA, OHIO (WOOD COUNTY)
March 12, 2007

Good morning.  My name is Nikki Hensley.  I flew into Washington over the weekend from northwest Ohio, to add my voice to the thousands of truck crash victims who want the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration to improve upon its failing record of oversight, regulation and enforcement.
Truck safety is a problem that virtually everyone who uses our roadways cares about. With good reason.  Truck crashes kill more than 5,200 people every year and they seriously injure many many more.  Unfortunately, my sons and I know all too well the heartache and devastation these crashes have on thousands of families just like ours year-in and year-out.

On July 9, 1997, our lives changed forever when a semi-truck ran a stop sign at a busy intersection near our hometown of Fostoria, Ohio.  The truck violently broadsided my husband Virgil’s car killing him instantly.  The driver of the truck said that he did not see the stop sign.  In his statement to the sheriff he admitted he had been working about 19 hours, driving from one end of our state to another.  The truck driver said he was only going 25 miles an hour at the time of the crash, but the crash reconstruction reports concluded that he was going at least 55 miles an hour.
Being left alone to raise our two young boys was enough pain for anyone.  But then reading in my local paper that the Wood County prosecutor dropped all the charges against the truck driver was like a second death to our family.  
It has been 10 long years since the crash.  We have learned to deal with our tremendous loss, but I always wonder how things would be different if only my husband was still here to experience the simple joys of everyday life with us.  Going alone to all of the boys’ school functions and to their high school graduations was devastating because I know that their dad would have been so proud of them.

How many more deaths – how many more disabling injuries will it take before the federal government finally gets serious about leading a nationwide campaign to crack down on the needless truck crash tragedies on our highways?  The report card we are releasing today spells out details of ten key areas that need a lot more work at the federal level, including the crucial issue of truck driver hours of service regulations and the need for strict enforcement of those rules that are so often ignored.

Since the year 2003, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration has dramatically increased commercial driver hours of service by letting the number of hours a driver can work beyond an eight-day tour of duty to increase by about 40 percent – the equivalent of about 100 more hours of work.  The number of hours a driver can operate a truck has increased by about 28 percent – up to as many as 88 hours over an 8-day tour of duty.  Now is not the time for Congress to grant more free passes to trucking companies.  Many of them are already blatantly breaking the already too lenient hours of service laws. 
In addition, the FMCSA continues to squander our taxpayer dollars for worthless reports and studies that put the blame for truck-car crashes on car drivers.  And when required to provide commercial driver training programs, they issue meaningless regulations.  
I realize that this public safety problem is a national, state and local issue.  But it starts at the top. I just want to know how many more husbands and dads must die before the federal government gets serious about truck driver fatigue?
As a mother and a member of the Parents Against Tired Truckers board, I am asking the American public to join us in sending a message to Washington to make truck safety a top priority.  Thank you.
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