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Automatic Emergency Braking 
Automatic Emergency Braking (AEB) technology is a proven highway safety 
system that saves lives and prevents injuries by applying the brakes if the driver does 
not respond sufficiently to audio and/or visual warnings. Despite years of successful 
use by leading motor carriers and numerous studies concluding AEB improves safety, 
this technology is not required for commercial motor vehicles. 

Truck Crash Trends are Getting Worse  
• Truck crash fatalities have increased 41 percent from 2009 to 2017i 

• Truck crashes in which a truck rear-ends a passenger vehicle are up 50 percentii 

• Trucks are involved in 30 percent of fatal work zone crashesiii 

Trucks with Automatic Emergency Braking are Getting Better  

• One major trucking company experienced a 69 percent decrease in rear-end crashes 
since it began equipping all new tractors with AEB in 2012iv  

• Another major motor carrier saw a 71 percent reduction in rear-end collisions in their 
trucks equipped with AEB as well as electronic stability control and lane departure warning 
compared to their trucks without these safety systemsv 

The Public Supports Congressional Action to Require AEB 
In a survey conducted by McLaughlin & Associates of likely general election voters nationwide on 
September 18-24, 2018, voters were asked whether they favor or oppose Congress requiring large 
trucks to use AEB: 

• 82% of voters favor Congress requiring AEB on large trucks and just 9% oppose it 

Automatic Emergency Braking is Affordable  
A September 2018 study by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration found that 
automatic emergency braking systems incremental cost to the end-user $70.80-
$316.18vi  

Support the Safe Roads Act, H.R. 3773 
• Require new trucks to be manufactured with automatic emergency braking 
• Require motor carriers to use automatic emergency braking in trucks that have it 

• Create performance standards for automatic emergency braking in large trucks 
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